On Thursday, April 30, nineteen folks braved the lightening, thunder, wind, rain and potential floods to attend the inaugural Oklahoma CHART RTF.  Included in this group were six ProStart students and their teachers who were introduced to the benefits of networking with Industry Trainers. These young adults willingly shared their thoughts on what the next generation of Hospitality Employees are looking for from our industry and its management.  These comments supported a presentation by Cindi Walls, ProStart Program Coordinator for Oklahoma, on Helping Mold the Employees of the Future: Partnering with ProStart.  One lesson learned was that this is a two way street with these future leaders having visions that will also mold our industry.  A benefit for CHART members who may operate locations in Oklahoma is an applicant web-site populated with ProStart students looking for work opportunities in Oklahoma - http://oklahomahotels.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=163 .
Another interactive session was presented by Rick Hughes, Director of Education with the Oklahoma Restaurant Association. This session detailed programs which are offered by the ORA as training and educational tools to the industry.  The group, in turn, gave feedback as to any additional support we would like to see developed.  Debbie Watts with the Tulsa City-County Health Department shared information about training programs offered by that agency that serve the industry. CHART members can benefit from a series of posters that support training in food safety.  These posters are in English, Spanish and Chinese and are available in print-ready, full color pdf’s on their web-site -  http://www.tulsa-health.org/food-safety/food-service-industry/posters/ . Any CHART members (not limited to Oklahoma) can access, print and distribute, with the only request that credit for these posters be given to the Tulsa CCHD.

All in attendance agreed that this will be the first of many future Oklahoma RTF’s, with a plan to increase attendance with CHART and non-CHART trainers from NE Arkansas and SE Missouri. (And yes, we’d love to have some of you from south of the Red River journey up from Texas!) Special thanks to CHARTer Don Potvin with Incredible Pizza Company for playing host to the event and feeding the hungry horde (ProStart Students… They DO LOVE to eat!!!)

(Other CHART members in attendance: Andrew Arvay – US Beef Corporation, Eric Bartlett – Rib Crib Corporation, Doyle Paden – Cherokee Casino, Jenifer Hayworth – Oliveto Italian Bistro, John Kidwell – Mazzio’s Italian Eatery.)
